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Services at our Churches……. 
 

Sunday 5th May 

Kirton – Mission Area Service at Seaton Road 

Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Mission Area Service – Rev Diane Smith 

                                            (Communion) 

                         4.00 p.m. – Time 4 You 

Trimley – Mission Area Service at Seaton Road 

Trinity – Mission Area Service at Seaton Road 
                6.00 p.m. – Healing Service led by Rev Jo Jacobs 
 

Sunday 12th May – Christian Aid Sunday 
Kirton – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Chris Jowett 

Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Mr Paul Taylor 

Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Local Arrangement (Supply) 

Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Major Terry Andrews 
                6.00 p.m. – Contemporary Worship Service 

     

Sunday 19th May – Aldersgate Sunday 

Kirton – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith (Communion) 

Seaton Road – 9.15 a.m. Breakfast - 9.45 a.m. – Café Worship! 

Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith (Communion) 

Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Café Worship 
                6.00 p.m. – Mr Stephen Wyatt 

 

Sunday 26th May 

Kirton – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Ian Gardner 

Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith (Communion) 

Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Rev Ian Gardner 

Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Rev Stephen Yelland (Communion) 

                6.00 p.m. – Rev Diane Smith 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 
 
If you have any items for the June edition of InTouch please send 
them to magazine@seatonroad.org.uk or give them to one of your 
Church Stewards by Sunday May 19th 
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From Rev’d Diane…. 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

“On a bus to St. Cloud, Minnesota 
I thought I saw you there 
With the snow falling down around you 
Like a silent prayer.” 
 

So begins a wonderful song recorded by many artists, including the 
awe-inspiring Gretchen Peters. On a bus to St. Cloud, Minnesota is 
the story of lost love, but on three occasions seeing the beloved 
unexpectedly and being profoundly moved by the briefest of sightings. 
I have had such an experience in that l remember when my father died 
I felt I saw him briefly once, in the street in the distance, this is 
considered to be quite natural in early and raw bereavement. 

During Holy Week guided by the Rev. Jo Jacobs we were invited “to 
see Jesus” in his love and suffering for us all by using the Stations of 
the Cross, the pictures of which, had been so prayerfully and 
thoughtfully produced by local artists in the area.  Thanks to you all for 
opening our eyes and allowing us to see more clearly and deeply the 
journey to the Cross.  We cannot and should not separate Crucifixion 
and Resurrection because Jesus is always in the depth of deepest 
sadness and greatest joy, when journeying with us. 

There are also sixteen stations of the Resurrection, which start with 
the sealed tomb and cover many sightings and encounters of 
individuals and groups of people who saw Jesus. These sixteen 
stations take us all the way up to and including Pentecost. 

Many of these sightings of Jesus post Resurrection will feature in our 
lectionary readings over the next few weeks. When we see the 
Resurrected Jesus in these readings our task will be to see how each 
encounter, no matter how brief, speaks into our own lives. 

“We want to see Jesus” was the urgent request and need of a group 
of Greeks who approached the disciple Phillip. May we ever have this 
deep yearning to see, encounter and be changed by Jesus. 

Seeing salvation can never just be a purely emotional experience, 
although it is that, it must lead to practical love and action. 

Love & God Bless to you all 

Rev’d Diane 
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‘STATIONS OF THE CROSS’  
PAINTINGS WITH HOLY WEEK REFLECTIONS 
 
A sincere thank you to all the artists who gave of their time and talent 
to create 14 Stations of the Cross for the Holy week Reflections held 
in the Mission Area during the approach of Easter. Thank you also to 
those who came to each evening, and were able to reflect and 
meditate on the paintings as we heard scripture, prayed and sang. 
The written responses were deeply moving and demonstrated that 
the personal and collective experience of following Jesus on ‘The 
Way of the Cross’ through art, had been sobering and challenging, 
but also was an opportunity to question and deepen faith.  
Robin Pattinson took photographs of each of the paintings as a 
record [see pp 6-8], and you can read some of the comments below. 
 
General comments: 
‘Used each station for prayer tonight’ 
‘The variety of colours of Easter and Holy Week’. 
‘A huge thank you to all the artists who by their talent and care have 
helped so much to prepare us in Holy week’ 
‘A most moving and profound experience’ 
 
 
Selection of comments on each painting 
 

1. Jesus is judged    -   Sue Hockenhull 
      ‘The sadness before death. The mob rules. The judgment is 
made’. 
 

2. Jesus receives his cross - Glenn George 
‘For the first time (3rd visit) I can see Christ’s face hidden in the 
picture. Very subtle – it can take a while to find Jesus!’ 
 
3. Jesus falls for the first time - John Bowers 
‘This one makes me think of the cruelty and violence that Jesus 
had to suffer for us.’ 
 
4. Jesus meets his Mother   ---   Jo Jacobs 
‘The tenderness of Jesus and Mary with enfolding of arms in a 
circle. The last time they touch – the condemned man with his 
mother – they both know what is to happen next.’. 
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5. Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry the cross – Margaret Lines 
‘The fact that Jesus, the one who always helped others, was in 
need of help himself and was willing to accept it from Simon. It is 
not always easy for ’helpers’ to accept help, but in doing so, they 
bless others.’ 
 
6. Veronica wipes Jesus’ brow - Anne Ravenscroft 
‘Sorrow and love flow mingled down’. The subtlety of colours 
really captures the anguish’. 
 
7. Jesus falls a second time    -     Rose Cross 
‘The paintings of Jesus falling spoke to me tonight. He must have 
felt so tired and weak – no one appeared to help. He understands 
loneliness and rejection’. 
 
8. Jesus talks to the weeping women - Mandy Mackenzie 
‘The women who followed Jesus were so grief stricken, but they 
stayed with Him’ 
 
9. Jesus falls a third time - Heather Farthing 
‘The use of different fabrics makes this very poignant and the 
crown of thorns is so striking above the sad eyes and tired body’. 
 
10. Jesus is stripped of his garments - Jo Jacobs 
‘The cruelty, and complete disregard for his dignity’ 
 
11. Jesus is crucified – Chris Eeles 
‘I didn’t think I liked this at all, but then I realised there would have 
been a lot of blood and mess. Have we sanitised the crucifixion?’ 
 
12. Jesus dies on the cross – Patrick Lawrence 
‘So few of his followers remained with him at his death’. 
 
13. Jesus’ body is taken down from the cross -  Pauline Lang 
Jesus is taken care of by those who were devoted to him. Crown 
of thorns falling from his head. The first-time others care when at 
peace’. 
 
14. Jesus is buried – Val Jinks 
We know that this was not the end – that Jesus would be freed 
from the tomb and alive again, but looking at this picture I was 
able to imagine the grief and anguish of those putting his lifeless 
body into the tomb, believing that this was the end’. 
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DARKEST HOUR 
 

 
We have just  finished the Churches Together 
Felixstowe Lent Course based on the film 
Darkest Hour starring Gary Oldman as 
Winston.   

The film deals with the first few weeks of 
Churchill's premiership & the trials he faced: 
fellow Tory MPs against him as leader 
(remembering the disaster of Gallipoli, 
preferring appeaser Halifax to lead them), 
Hitler storming across Europe, British troops 
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trapped in Calais & Dunkirk, the toughest decision to make peace or 
fight (another) war. 

It was surprising the similarities we managed to find between 
Winston & Jesus on the journey to the cross.  Especially surprising 
when one doesn’t see Churchill as a religious man, a God-fearer, 
with no references in his journals ever to prayer or faith. 

Both men were supported by women behind the scenes who 
believed in the power of the man (wife Clemmie or mother Mary). 
Both challenged their peers in authority. 

Both had the power of great oratory that ordinary people enjoyed 
listening to & understanding. 

Both made a great sacrifice to save others (the troops at Calais, the 
cross). 

Both had enemies close to them. “You keep your enemies close.” 

Both had the adulation of the crowds who then abandoned them, 
(Churchill at the 1945 election, Jesus before Pontius Pilate). 

We learnt that leadership requires honesty, humility, good listening, 
daring to act against the odds & that sometimes it requires making 
decisions that can be unpopular & painful with the leader having to 
live with the consequences, whatever the outcome. 

Churchill’s traits initially didn’t bode well for good leadership: 
unpopular, egotistic, rude, bombastic, a depressive, eccentric, risk-
taker, a past record of failures.  The man was flawed BUT 
sometimes the unlikeliest of people are called to act (the Bible is full 
of them). 

Both leaders confronted evil at a high cost. 

This proved to be an insightful & enjoyable course attended by, we 
estimate, 150-200 people from across many churches of different 
denominations. 

It was good to come together & share with fellow Christians. 

What Next? 

Well, we look forward to “We’ll Meet Again”, a 40s style meal that 
promises spam fritters, meat loaf & jam roly poly. 

I can’t wait! 

Sue Hockenhull 
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Mission Area Holiday Club – Starship Discovery   
 
 

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
the Apollo 11 moon landing in 2019, 
this year’s holiday clubs will have a 
space theme. The Mission Area 
Holiday Clubs will be taking place at 
Seaton Road from 29th July to 2nd 
August and at Trinity from 19th to 23rd 
August. Please pray for these as 
preparations take place. 

 
Please consider if you could give any time to help with 
these events. We need many pairs of hands to run 
successful weeks.  Even if you could only commit to 
helping for one day please speak to Robin or Mary 
Pattinson, Alison Davies or Heather Carpenter. 
 
 
 

Mission Area Kids’ Club 
 

The Mission Area Kids’ Club 
continues to meet on the first 
Tuesday of the month, during term 
time, at Seaton Road Methodist 
Church from 6 – 7.15pm. Any 
primary school aged children who 
have completed one full year at   

     school are most welcome to join us. 
    

 
The next dates for Kids’ Club will be:- 

Tuesday 7th May  
Tuesday 4th June 
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A prayer for those helping to raise funds during 
Christian Aid Week this year (11th – 18th May)… 
 

A collector’s prayer 
Father God, 
Remind me again for your love for the poor, 
For the marginalised, 
And the oppressed. 
I want to follow your example and make a difference 
With my time and my prayers, 
Through collecting and donating 
So that a glimpse of heaven is seen on earth, 
As hope replaces despair 
And peace overcomes violence.  
Fill me with your spirit and strength, 
So that your name will be glorified 
This week and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Seaton Road Methodist Church 
(in the Church building) 

 
Wednesday 15th May 

7.00 to 8.30 p.m. 
 

Come along for Coffee (or tea!), 
Cake and Company 

 
Donations for Christian Aid Week 
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Operation Shoebox Appeal 2019 

 

As I look out of our window and watch the female blackbird collecting 
grubs for her young and the pigeons pecking at the grass, (the grass 
is short David has just cut it) I realise how close The Shoebox 
Appeal is - 

Marylin Coates Area Coordinator Volunteer for the shoebox appeal 
has just returned from visiting Malawi, one of the shoebox 
destinations.  Marylin visited Steka orphanage, which is run by “God 
knows Maseko.” Previously he had suffered a traumatic childhood 
living on the streets and being trafficked to different countries, but he 
escaped and returned to Malawi.  Now with his wife Helen they have 
rescued 73 children who all live in their home. The children are all 
loved and encouraged to be the best they can be. One day the local 
church held an outreach event for 209 children.  Shoeboxes were 
taken to the event and the children were very surprised 

This information came via Facebook which Marylin Coates had 
reported. 

Fran Keeble – Trimley 
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