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Dear Friends,  

I have to admit that I wasn’t looking forward 

to my first night out as a Town Pastor in 

Felixstowe beginning at 10pm on April 17
th

primarily because I wondered how I would 

look, let alone feel when helping to lead Café 

worship some 5 hours after going to bed at 

4.30am. And then there was the matter of the other two 

services that followed at 11am and 6.30pm on the same day! 

Well I not only survived but I was amazed at the incredibly 

energy I still had by Sunday evening even though I’d only had 

three and a half hours sleep in nearly 2 days! Let me tell you a 

little of my experience 

now…Saturday morning 

arrived and I joined a 

number of other church 

folk on the Mission Area 

sponsored walk beginning 

and ending at Trinity that 

took in the length of the 

promenade. It was a 

beautiful day with the sunshine warming our faces as we 

chatted to one another. I didn’t do my weak hamstring (a 

legacy of playing football in the past) any favours as I tried at 

one point to copy some children in jumping onto the beach 

from a high point of the promenade. “Won’t you ever grow 

up?” I heard someone say with little sympathy in their voice as 

I hobbled on! A cup of soup and a roll, cakes and tea following 

the walk which helped the healing process before I joined 

members of all four churches in our Mission Area in meeting 

the circuit leadership team to discuss progress on the vision of  



our policy to be ‘at the heart of community’.  They seemed 

impressed with the work in progress!   I tried to rest on 

Saturday afternoon in preparation for the late night start but a 

mixture of nervous energy in wondering what the night might 

bring and listening to Leicester City’s progress in their 

Championship game meant there was no chance! I showered, 

had tea and set off at 9.00pm proudly wearing my Town 

Pastor polo and sweat shirt plus baseball cap complete with 

Christian fish symbol.  At Trinity, the base for Town Pastors, I 

met the team for the evening – Val, Liz and Tony, fellow 

Pastors and Richard, Jane and Cheryl the base pray-ers for the 

night.  We checked our bags for the necessary provisions, 

tuned in our radios, donned our hi-viz jackets, checked with 

CCTV what was happening on the streets of Felixstowe that 

evening before we spent some time in prayer! It was an 

incredible feeling of support and protection that all the pastors 

acknowledged as we left the safe confines of Trinity and 

headed for the hotspots of Felixstowe on a Saturday evening!  

Yes there was some trouble as police were on hand to break 

up a gang of approximately 50 teenagers from two different 

High schools who were confronting each other near the 

Leisure centre. They successfully broke up the group into 

smaller numbers and Val and I chatted to some of these 

youngsters who were interested in who we were and what we 

were doing! By midnight they had disappeared home and we 

were faced with another challenge – young people entering 

and leaving pubs and nightclubs, some hardly able to stand. 

We gave away bottles of water to re-hydrate and chocolate to 

energise them, helping them to get home safely and giving us 

the opportunity once again to build relationships as they learnt 



something of our work as Christians. One young lady called 

back as she made her way home “Thank you for caring!” 

  

The night passed very quickly helped by two short breaks to 

feast on toast and tea. We felt blessed to have had fellow 

Christians praying for us at the base and at home throughout 

the night. I was informed a few days later that the police had 

spoken of the work of Town Pastors at a meeting that included 

representatives from many agencies working in the town. They 

said that each night Town Pastors had been on the streets, they 

had sensed calmness over Felixstowe! No 

wonder I felt so much energy racing 

through my body following my first night 

for “the ‘Word’ had indeed become flesh 

and moved into the neighbourhood” - 

John 1:14;  

If you would like to know more about this 

Mission work and how you could help please ask myself, Mary 

or Robin for more details!  We’d be only too glad to talk 

further. 

Peace be with you all 

������������������������
This is the monthly magazine for Seaton road Methodist 
Church 
Further information available from 
www.seatonroad.org.uk
Rev David Kemble 01394282023 
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Felixstowe Mission Area Walk and Circuit 
Vision Meeting

Over 20 people, and several dogs, from the mission 
area met at Trinity on the morning of 17th April to start 
various lengths and speeds of walk along the sea front. 
The weather was glorious, the company excellent, and a 
good time was had by all.  
On our return to Trinity, Heather Carpenter had provided 
tasty refreshments, which were much appreciated by all, 
before we gathered in the church to discuss our vision 
for the future mission in our area. We were later joined 
by Rev Alan Taylor, our Superintendent Minister, and 
two Circuit Stewards who were encouraged by our work 
and vision and congratulated us on the various initiatives 
with which we were involved. Alan left some leaflets 
‘Working Together as church at the heart of community’, 
a copy of which is on the church notice board.  
This meeting was in preparation for the District visit 
which will take place on 27th May when Rev Canon 
Graham Thompson, Chair of the East Anglia District, 
and other District representatives will travel to 
Felixstowe to meet with the people of the Ipswich Circuit. 
Please book the date – more information will be 
available in due course. 

Mary Pattinson            



Beetle Drive

As you will see from elsewhere in this edition of 
Brightstar, Catriona Bentley is off to Uganda for in year 
from August. At our church council meeting we agreed to 
support Catriona by holding some fund raising events. 
The first of these will be a Beetle Drive which will be held 
on Saturday 15th May here at 7pm. Adults £1, children 
50p (which will include a drink and biscuit).   
Why not join us for a fun evening which will be suitable 
for all ages? 
The other churches in the mission area have also agreed 
to support Catriona as some of our World Church 
outreach.  
  

���&�����&�#��<��=�

As reported in last month’s Brightstar Dorothy Taylor, our 
circuit superintendent’s wife, is organising a circuit recipe book 
to raise funds to pay for a Polish pastor and his family to visit 
England. 
  
As yet I haven’t received any recipes to forward on to Dorothy, 
of course some of you may have sent them direct, but it would 
be good if Seaton Road could show our support for this 
project.  

As I said last month, I’m sure Dorothy would rather have too 
many recipes that none at all so please look out a favourite 
recipe and either let me have it to forward or send it direct to 
Dorothy. 

Mary Pattinson 



Brief minutes from the Circuit Meeting held at 
Bramford Road Methodist Church, Ipswich on 4th 
March 2010.

Rev. Sue Lambert opened the meeting with prayer. 
Personal References:   

• Jim Batey who had recently died was remembered for his 
work as a Local Preacher in the Circuit  

Letters were sent to: 

• Bill Brown, Dennis Clark, Pam and John Hulford and Roger 
Fern all whom have health problems. 

• Freda Batey, Ian Gardner and Janet Elmy who have 
suffered bereavements.  

Matters Arising

• Stutton had now formally closed. Members had been made 
very welcome at Holbrook where they were now 
worshipping. 

• Mrs Elizabeth Kemble’s appointment as the Family and 
Children’s worker in the Felixstowe Mission Area was 
approved. 

Finance
Detailed finance reports were issued and approved. (These can be 
seen in the Blue Folder in the church vestibule) 
Conversation on the work of God
Good news from the Mission Area
Museum Street: Business lunch going well – all invited if in town.  
Bramford Road: Have gained their 3

rd
 Eco-Congregation award 

Capel: The Beacon, bar at the back of the church, is working well, 
serving coffee and cakes.  
Chantry: Numbers have increased. Now have a worshipping 
congregation of 15 and the Friday coffee mornings are extremely 
busy. 
Felixstowe Mission Area:  

• Have set up vision team (senior steward from each of the 4 
churches, plus lay workers and minister).  

• Town Pastors’ scheme – 50% of day to day workforce is 
from the Methodists in the Area.   

• An Area sponsored walk had been organised.  



Resourcing the Mission of the Circuit
Alyson Ellis presented some facts. 

• Rev Alan Taylor is up for re-election or replacement 
September 2011  

• Rev Peggy Heim will be moving on September 2011 

• Ipswich Urban Mission area has 7 town churches. What will 
their needs be in Sept 2011? It makes sense to have the 
Superintendent based in the town and for him/her to work 
half of their time in a church and half on circuit matters. Are 2 
½  ministers enough for 7 churches? Ecumenical work takes 
place with Suffolk University and could youth work be done 
with CYM? If Alan chooses to be replaced, a profile will have 
to be written for a new superintendent as well as the profile 
for the other post. The circuit will need to look at the 
possibilities – do we ask for a superintendent and an 
experienced presbyter or probationer or deacon or 
layworker? We know that stationing will be difficult in the 
Methodist Connexion in 2011 and 2012 will be extremely 
difficult with a possible shortage of 200 ministers.

A discussion on the above then followed in small groups. In reporting 
back we heard that Brantham is being looked at as we don’t want to 
lose another church in this area. The church is concerned with 
environmental issues and may therefore work well with Bramford 
Road. The churches of the Ipswich circuit are a tremendous resource 
to the area in which they are situated but we do need to work with 
each other.  
Circuit Stewards’ Report. 

• Preparation for the District Visit – dates for Mission Area 
Coffee/Chat times: 
Ipswich Urban and Felixstowe – 17

th
 April 

Ipswich Rural – 8
th
 May 

Woodbridge – 15
th
 May 

• From September Rev Martin Dawes will take up his post in 
the Woodbridge Mission Area. He will be coming, with his 
wife Pam, from Biggleswade. Rev Andrew Sankey will start 
in the Ipswich Rural Mission Area and will be coming from 
Downham Market with his wife Margaret and five year old 
Melissa for whom they have a care order.  



• Rev Sue Lambert leaves us to take up her new appointment in the 

Chelmsford Circuit. Rev Frank Aichele, and his wife Gaby, will 

be returning to Germany where Frank will not be going back into 

a circuit but will be the team leader of the World Church. 

• Bill Brown has had to step down as a Circuit Steward due to ill 

health. Therefore a new Circuit Steward will be needed from 

September and a representative from the Felixstowe Mission 

Area would be preferred.  

• Grahame Lindsay became our Circuit Central Services 

Administrator last August and will be completing his work in the 

Circuit Office at the end of March 2010. He has agreed to 
continue with the finances of Landseer Road on a voluntary basis. 

• District Team will be visiting the Circuit on May 27th to discuss 

our life and mission.

• Work will need to be done on the Woodbridge manse.

• The incoming minister to the Urban Mission Area manse needs 

more room and it is not profitable in the long term to extend. A 

proposal was made that the Circuit consider relocating the manse. 

A vote was taken on this 20 for, 29 against, 4 neutral.

• In future the Circuit Plan and Ipswich Round will be combined. 

Reports:

Local Preachers’

• Mary Dixon has been presented with a certificate 
recognizing her 50 years of service as a Local 
Preacher.  

• The first draft of the worship audit has been discussed and if 

approved the questionnaire will be sent out to churches in the 

Autumn. 

• Jackie Howes (Museum St) was continued ‘on note’ but a 

trial service was planned for 18th April with a view to moving 

her to ‘on trial’ 

• Helen Peats and Lin Morphey (Woodbridge) have been 

recognized and commissioned as Worship Leaders. Circuit 

now has 22 WL and 27 active Local Preachers. 
Heather Bentley (Seaton Rd) continued ‘on trial’ but has taken her first 

interview. The preachers agreed to recommend that the Circuit meeting 

approve a public accreditation for 



• Heather, subject to success in the final part of the course and 

further interviews. This has been provisionally booked for 
Thursday 5th August at 7.30pm here at Seaton Road – please 
book the date)

Network

• Circuit Easter Offering Dedication at Circuit service at 
Bramford Road 6.30pm on May 9

th
.  Speaker - Rev Alan 

Taylor. 
Ecumencal

• Helpers needed to make tea and coffee in the Churches 
Together tent at the Suffolk Show on 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 June.  

• Open air Pentecost Service at Cornhill on the morning of May 23rd.  

If you would like further information from the meeting please see the 
Blue file or speak to one of Seaton Road’s representatives- Malcolm 
Bentley, Kathy Fullick and Mary Pattinson.

Mary Pattinson.  

Christian Aid Week 9-15 May

Once again we are asking for volunteers to help with the local house-
to-house collection during Christian Aid Week.   Further details will 
be available on the display in the Church and on our Church web 
site.   If you would rather go out as part of a group then we shall be 
collecting for an hour or so on Tuesday 11

th
 May, meeting at the 

Church at 6.30 p.m.   Please come along and help for this short time 
if you can – it’s such an important work. 

There is a service at the start of Christian Aid Week on Sunday 9
th

May,  
6 p.m. at Trinity Methodist Church to which everyone is invited. 

Robin Pattinson 
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We need  to design logo/symbol 

for the - 
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Closing Date:   Sunday  16th 

May  2010, 7.30 pm 

Entries can be computer graphic 

or hand drawn. (4cmx4cm 

approx) 

More Information  from :   

Church Stewards , David Kemble , 

Elizabeth Kemble or Heather Bentley. 

Entries to: 
Heather Bentley 
6 Bacton Road 
IP11 7PZ 
heatherbentley@hotm
ail.com 



Thank You

Thank you to everyone who helped decorate the church for 
Easter Day. The church looked beautiful and very spring like, 
providing a lovely setting in which to celebrate our risen Lord.  
Also thanks go to David for providing the different readings 
and meditations for Holy Week. Following the events during 
the week, at the various Felixstowe Mission Area churches, 
proved to be very successful and thought provoking. 

Felixstowe Town Pastors

The Felixstowe Town Pastors have now started walking the 
streets of town and the promenade. They went out for the first 
time on Saturday 10th April. 
Each Saturday night, between 10pm and 4 am, the team 
consists of 4 Pastors on the streets, 3 base prayers (based at 
Trinity Methodist Church) keeping in touch with the pastors, 
providing them with drinks and toast during their breaks and 
praying for the various situations as they arise, and between 4 
and 8 home prayers praying in their own homes for the team 
and situations. 

Feed back from pastors, prayer teams and local police have all 
been positive and it sounds as if already some potential 
troubles have been prevented  by the pastors’ presence. 

For this scheme to continue effectively more pastors and pray-
ers are needed and further recruitment will be taking place in 
June.   
Please continue to remember this venture in your own prayers 
and consider if you could offer to help.  If you would like to 
know more about it ask David Kemble or Mary Pattinson 
Robin Pattinson
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�Churches Together in Felixstowe 
AGM/Forum meeting�

Tuesday 18th May 7.30pm 
United Reformed Church 
Orwell Road Felixstowe 

ALL WELCOME 

Refreshments will be served from 7.15pm
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New Safeguarding Training ( Module A )

10-12 am  Saturday 26th June 2010 at Trinity Methodist 
Church, Felixstowe for  

• All  Church Stewards, 

• ‘Funky’ Leaders and Youth Organisation leaders  

• Anyone who is interested in working with Children 
and Vulnerable Adults  

• Volunteers who help in church activities  or who 
have  filled in a CRB form for church in the past. 

This is the  first session in a new round of 
compulsory training. Please try to attend this 
meeting. 

All the above must now complete CRB forms for church 
work whether they have other CRB declarations or not. 

There will be an opportunity to complete forms at this 
session and get Rev. David Kemble to sign them so they 
can be posted off together. 

Forms will be supplied but please bring with you :

1. Photo ID ( e.g. Passport or driving licence) 
2. Proof of current address ( e.g. Utility Bill from last 

3 months ) 
3. Proof of Name ( e.g. Birth/Marriage  Certificate)  

Enquiries To Elizabeth Kemble ( 07580 510737) 



Family Fun Day at Kirton Chapel. 

Tuesday August 3rd

More details to follow but it would be great to see us all working 
together to make this and the Circus a success in reaching out to 
families and children in the community. Please let Elizabeth or your 
church steward know if you are able to help in any way on these 
occasions.

Announcing A New Church Venture :  

Starting Tuesday 4
th

 May : 

Tea and Coffee will be served on alternate Tuesday 

afternoons from 3pm -4pm. 

• Drop in and  have a cuppa . 

• Bring your friends. 

• Stay as long as you like. 

• Opportunity to meet friends and catch up ,or 

make new ones. 

• Everyone welcome. 

See you there!! 
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Thankyou to everyone who provided flowers in 

April 




